
 
 

BEYOND	REPAIR 
A Study Through Genesis 1–11  |  with Pastor Nick Gatzke 

The World Under Judgment 
Genesis 6:9–9:17 

THE	BIG	IDEA 
The flood reveals both the seriousness of God’s judgment against sin and the certainty of 
his covenant faithfulness toward those who walk with him in faith. 

SERMON	SUMMARY 
The story of Noah and the ark is often remembered for its logistics — the size of the boat, 
the gathering of animals — but at its center is something far more sobering: the divine 
judgment of sin. Genesis 6–7 describes God’s pronouncement and then enactment of 
judgment in devastating detail, a stark reminder that a holy God cannot tolerate sin 
indefinitely. Yet chapter 8 turns on a single, striking phrase: “But God remembered Noah.” 
Not because God could ever forget, but because in the midst of prolonged waiting, Noah — 
and we — are tempted to feel forgotten. 
The flood narrative closes with a covenant: God promises Noah he will never again judge 
the earth this way, sealing that promise with the sign of the rainbow. The story points 
backward to creation and forward to a new creation, reminding us that judgment is real, but 
so is the grace that ultimately leads to Christ, who bore the judgment we deserved so that 
we could be welcomed, not blotted out. 

DIGGING	DEEPER 
1. Genesis 6:11–13 and 7:21–24 describe God’s judgment in vivid, severe terms. Why do you 

think Scripture includes such detailed and unflinching language about judgment, rather 
than softening it? 

2. It’s easy to focus on the mechanics of the ark and the animals rather than the weight of 
the judgment it represents. Where in your own understanding of this story have you 
“watered it down” into a feel-good tale rather than reckoning with what it actually 
depicts? 

3. Chapter 8 says “God remembered Noah” even though God never actually forgets. What 
does this phrase teach you about how to process seasons when God feels distant or 
silent, even though he hasn’t actually left? 

4. God’s covenant in chapter 9 promises he will never again flood the earth, sealed by the 
sign of the rainbow. How does this covenant of preserved life, given right after judgment, 
shape your understanding of how God holds judgment and grace together? 

5. The sermon closes with the image of living “ready every day” for Christ’s return, like a 
family ready for a soldier coming home unannounced. What would it look like for you to 
live this specific week as though that readiness mattered — not out of fear, but out of 
confident faith? 

  



LIVING	IT	OUT 
It’s easy to let dramatic stories like the flood stay safely in the past, as something that 
happened to someone else a long time ago. But this story exists to show you both how 
seriously God takes sin and how certainly his grace holds for those who trust him — truths 
that are just as real for you today. 
Heart Check: Have you been treating the reality of God’s judgment lightly, assuming there 
will always be more time to get right with him? Or have you been living each day genuinely 
ready, secure in Christ? 
This Week: Identify one place where you’ve been delaying obedience or putting off a 
needed conversation with God, assuming you have unlimited time. This week, take one 
specific step toward readiness — confession, reconciliation, or simply renewed trust. 

REFLECTION	&	PRAYER 
“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God.” 
— 1 Peter 3:18 

Thank God that Jesus bore the judgment you deserved, and ask him to help you live each 
day in confident readiness rather than careless delay. 
 
Your Prayer: 
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